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Contact: Marilyn Marler, weed specialist, 243-6642, or environmental studies Professor Vicki
Watson, 243-5153.
MISSOULIANS ENCOURAGED TO PULL TO G ETH ER ON PUBLIC LAND DAY
MISSOULA—
Missoula residents often are divided on land management issues, but weeds are one
subject all can rally around.
A Saturday weed pull on three of the city’s best-loved slopes will give Missoulians a
chance to "pull together" on Public Land Day. Locals are encouraged to meet at 11 a.m. at the
trailheads of Mount Sentinel, Mount Jumbo or Waterworks Hill. Bring work gloves and
drinking water.
The effort isn’t a hopeless attempt to turn back the tide of noxious weeds, said Marilyn
Marler, weed specialist for The University of Montana.
"People can make a difference by focusing on a small area," Marler said. "On Mount
Sentinel, community groups have adopted switchbacks of the M Trail. Under their care, the
Mount Sentinel prairie is emerging from the weeds that once choked it, and giving us a view
of what this beautiful ecosystem once was."
A stunning photograph of Missoula’s North Hills in 1973 —before weed invasion - is
online at www.umt.edu/sentinel. The page also offers information and photographs of local
grasslands restoration projects and common noxious weeds.
In addition to their weed-taming tasks, Marler and UM environmental studies Professor
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Vicki Watson are mounting efforts to reduce off-trail usage. Mount Sentinel, Mount Jumbo
and Waterworks Hill are nearly loved to death, Watson said, and their faces show it with
numerous eroding trails.
"Mount Sentinel is not the place to follow Robert Frost’s advice," Watson said. "You
should not take the path less traveled by. When you have a steep, fragile mountain used by
thousands of people, everyone should stick to the main trail. Then we have just one scar on the
mountain and not hundreds of wounds.
"Shortcuts and unofficial trails cause erosion, spread weeds and disturb wildlife," she
added.
Scouts and Montana Conservation Corps workers have contributed to restoration efforts
on Mount Sentinel, placing signs to direct hikers, building "check dams" to control foot traffic
and replanting native shrubs in eroded areas.
Eagle Scout Pat Watson, who organized the project, urged hikers to give the land a
chance to heal.
"Stay on the main trail," Watson said. "If you are walking straight down a steep slope,
you’re not on a trail, you’re scarring the mountain. And you’re undoing the hard work of lots
of volunteers."
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